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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Jack is 


recovering from an auto accident; Tyra 


Jones; Mrs. Alice Frasier now in assisted


living. The Jackson family; Irene Adams is


now at home where she is recovering from 


broken bones suffered in a fall last week. 


Remember Bro. James Adams also; David 


Nash; Elaine Clem; June Guyton suffering 


with back pain for some time. Bonnie Smith; 


Expecting mothers: Stephanie Adams; Emily


 Clark; Amanda Pink; Megan Borders; Jessica


 Jackson; Alex Bowman; Anna Tramell; 


Whit and Kathleen Hays moving to Oregon


Garrett and Tessa Douthitt as they join lives in 


Marriage.


________________________________________


Thank you, for all the prayers and cards and 


 calls on my behalf. They mean so much to me. 


______________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---James Adams


 Song Leader----Jeff Lentz


Lord's Supper---Grant Hicks


   Asst. 1----- Sterling Borders


   Asst. 2-----Ryan Pink


   Asst. 3-----Briton Hampson


   Asst. 4-----Clay Bowman


   Asst. 5----- Joey Jackson 


2nd Prayer---Mark Bowman


Read Scripture---Randall Rogers 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Michael Burke


Closing Prayer---Jeff Lacquement 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Chase Schaffer


Song Leader---Michael Burke


2nd Prayer---Chantz Adams 


Read Scripture--- Matt Jones 


Sermon--------Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Grant Hicks


Announcements—Michael Burke


Closing Prayer---Perry Betterson


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Sam Adams Sr.


 Invitation---Woody McClendon


 Closing Prayer---Wes Guyton





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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THOUGHT




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








A Cup of Water    ( R 18)





For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink, because ye are Christ's, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. (Mark 9:41)





     Over the years and especially since I have been the editor of this paper, I have read literal hundred of articles from numerous publications, searching for things that would be spiritually encouraging to my readers. In doing so I have found that there is one thread that runs through all the publications and that is, with few exceptions, someone writes an article to encourage members who for one reason or another think they have little or nothing to offer in the work of the local church.  


     Complaints like; I can’t preach, I can’t lead singing, I can’t teach, are answered with suggestions like, you can invite a friend, you can hand out fliers, you could make a meal for someone and these are important little duties that all can do to contribute to the growth and health of this church. But, I wonder sometimes if we do not over play this to make us feel better about not doing the things we know we can and should do.


     For as long as I have been a member of this church the men have agreed to divide the congregation into groups, appoint a group leader and conduct group meetings to address visitors and family matters, and the Elders have chosen to continue this. 


The purpose is to allow the church to be active in showing concern for those who miss service and to determine if there are needs to be met. It allows all to contact those who visit, to thank them for their visit					Cont on Page 3








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Rejoice Always


By Colly Caldwell





“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks” ( Thess. 5:16-18).








journey of life.  This joyful song of the seated by his side through their long season might be appropriate after all for the occasion.  The point of this little story is that there may be some spiritual rejoicing even in the most depressing of circumstances.  Paul tells how!


    First, he says to seek the true joy in all of life’s circumstances.  Notice, he does not say, “Rejoice sometimes.”  He does not say, “Rejoice when times are good and the economy is strong.”  I believe most of us who are Christians are going to rejoice even in the tough times because we know God is with us and Jesus has saved us from our sins.


     True inner rejoicing is a primary characteristic of a Christian.  If we do not have a sense of joy and hope in our lives, we are missing one of God’s greatest gifts.  It comes in large measure in the knowledge that we are loved by God.  It does not always come because we are living in a rose garden.  C. S Lewis spoke about the difference between joy and pleasure.  Joy comes from within.   It is steady and abiding.  Pleasure, on the other hand, comes and goes with whatever is happening in our environment.  It is extrinsic because it arises from the outside.  When the circumstances change in one direction, pleasure comes.  When fortune reverses, pleasure leaves.  Paul wanted us to have the joy within that would not fail us.  The pleasures of life may be fine, but when they seem to fail us, we need to turn to the Lord as our source of renewed hope for the future.  It is not a cliché for us to encourage one another to know that Christ 


      





You know, it is hard to be happy all the time.  Some seem to have more success with that projected goal than others.  They always have a smile on their faces and little, apparently at least, seems to bother them.  We can think about it and count up the ways in which God has abundantly blessed us (family, comfortable surroundings, profitable jobs, good food, even many luxuries) so most of us are happy most of the time.


     But there are difficulties that come into every life and times when stress makes us just wish that we could fast forward and put this that is making us unhappy behind us.  Sometimes the trials of life become significant and grief weighs us down.  I heard the other day about a country music singer who got his start singing at weddings and funerals.  He received a call one day from a nice lady whose husband had just passed.  She had heard him sing at a funeral of a friend and asked if he would do that for her deceased husband.  “Of course,” he said.  “But what would you like for me to sing?”  Well, it was winter time and the wife was shaky.  She thought a few moments as they talked and finally she said, “You know, his favorite song was Jingle Bells.”  While our singer could project that this was going to be embarrassing, he said he would do it.  Actually one can speak of life as going “o’er the fields, laughing all the way;” of our spirits being made bright; and how joyful it is to sing the sleighing song all the way.  One might even compare the man’s loving wife to Miss Fanny Bright 








is our Savior, that God  loves you, and that your life has meaning and purpose because of your great Friend who will always stand with you through eternity.


    Secondly, Paul says we should continually pray.  When we do that, we cultivate a sense of God’s presence within us, a presence that we carry with us always.  Prayer is not a mere ritual which we repeat constantly: “God is great, God is Good, let us thank Him for our food.”  Is that the only time we pray?  Paul doesn’t mean for us to mouth ritual prayers all the time.  He is telling us to get to the heart of praying.  Live in God’s presence.  Let His abiding with us be real.  Let every moment of life include Him so that His love and glory can be a part of our life consistently.


     Thirdly, Paul tells us to give thanks in everything.  What he is encouraging is development of a profound sense of gratitude in our lives that we can hold on to regardless of circumstances.  Percival Bryan was a Jamaican immigrant who came in 1924 and drove a cab in Washington D.C. for fifty years.  He had a habit of asking every passenger to sign his guest book.  That book is in the Smithsonian and contains the signatures of mostly common people, but also many of the great people of our nation.  When asked what kept him going, Bryan said, “Most of all, God.  Every morning I get down on my knees and I have my little prayers.  I ask God to go with me, protect me, ride with me, and take my eyesight, my nose, my mouth, and share it with others.  And I tell you, I feel very rich and am thankful.  Though I don’t have nothin’ God has given me wisdom and strength to keep going.”  I think he got it!
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And who knows what contacts are made from this? It allows us to determine if someone is sick and has needs to be met. Perhaps, most important is to just let someone know that they are missed and that those of “like precious faith” care about their spiritual and physical needs.  


    Paul wrote, “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ” (Gal 6:2) and that is not a “suggestion”. The duties of the group meetings help us address things that may be a physical or spiritual burden for a member. 


     It is something that we all can be a part of and it is not a hard task. All you have to do is show up at the proper place (back class room) in a timely manner. You may be asked to contact someone by phone or send a card (provided w/postage) to a visitor or a member who is sick. When the group leader has accounted for every one (15 min), the group is dismissed  and much good has been done. 


     Frankly we have grown slack in our efforts at group meetings and I don’t know why but that needs to change. Maybe because it seems so simple it seems so unimportant but that is not the case. 


I cannot help thinking of Naaman as he stood with indignation at how Elisha handled his request for healing and the reasoning of his servant who dared to approach him and say; “ My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? How much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? (II Kings 5: 13)


     Jesus simplified it to a “cup of water given in my name.” Would you pour out that cup or give it to a brother in need?


		Joe Phillips











